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1 \ A method of operating a node in a communications network, which node 
is iri^use connected to a signal source external to the communications network, the 
method^comprising: 

receiving from the said signal source signals which include a control 
field, whicm^control field takes one of a plurality of possible values, and the 
subsequent hWidling of the said signal by the network being controlled according 
to the value of ?he control field; 

b) withinNa lower level of a messaging protocol running on the node, and 
10 prior to the processing of the signal by higher level functions running on the node, 

overwriting the contnsH field with a value from a restricted subset of the plurality 
of possible values; and 

c) subsequently processing the signal in the network in dependence upon 
the said value overwritten ir\step (b) 



2. A method of operating ^communications network comprising: 

a) communicating controV signals between nodes of the network, which 
control signals conform to a predetermined signalling protocol; 

b) at one of the said nodes, receiving from a signal source external to the 
20 network signals conforming to the saiol predetermined protocol and including a 

control field, which control field takes oneVf a plurality of possible values; 

c) within a lower level of a messaging protocol running on the node, and 
prior to the processing of the signal by higher level functions running on the node 
overwriting the control field with a value from a restricted subset of the plurality of 

25 possible values; and 

d) subsequently processing the signal in the rS^twork in dependence upon 
■jfre- said v al ue ov o rwritte rT-irrgTep (c). 



3. A method according to klaim 1 or 2, in which step (c) is carried out within 

30 a data link layer interface, which Uata link layer interface is arranged to respond to 
service request from network layter functions of the node and to issue service 
requests to the communications network. 
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4. A method according t^ay one nf the parading claims, in which the said 
control field is a routing control field, and the overwriting of the routing control 
field with a predetermined value in kep (b) limits the routing of signals to or from 
the external source to part only of the\ommunications network. 

5. A method according to claim 4, \k which the routing of signals to or from 
the external source is limited to a point-to\point connection between the external 



jrce and the node: 

n « a u \ clcunq ( 

U b. A method according to^f-my- ono of the preceding cla i ms , in which the said 

signals conform to a common channel signalling protocol. 

7. A method according to claim 6, in which the common channel signalling 

protocol is ITU-T Signalling System no. 7. 



8. A Xiode suitable for connection in a communications network and 

compr^ng: 

a) ^network interface for connection to the communications 

network; 

0 b) a signal ih^rface for connection to a signal source external to the 

communications network; 

c) means connectebsto the signal interface for overwriting, within a 
lower level of a messaging protocol\a control field in a signal received via the 
signal interface from the signal source\A/ith one of a subset of predetermined 
values; and 

d) signal processing means for N )3<ocessing the said signal in 
dependence Upon the"value oTnh e s a i d c o n tr o l f i eld. 



9. A node according to claim §\in which the said means for overwriting are 

located within a data link layer internee, which data link layer interface is 
arranged to respond to service request fronKnetwork layer functions of the node 
and to issue service requests to the communicatee^ network. 
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/ 10 - A node according to clair^a <w~9T in which the signal processing means 
are arranged to route the signal in dependence upon the value of the said control 
0 . -fretd: 




11. 




A communications network includirf^anode according to claim 8 or 



12. A communications network according to claim 1 1 including a common channel 
signalling network carrying Signals conforming to a common channel signalling 
10 protocol and in which bothVhe said network interface and the said signal 
interface are arranged to comrr^jnicate signals conforming to the said common 
Qt^=HTOl^igiTatitrrg-p rotoco I . 




13. As^ethod of operating a node in a communications network, which node 
15 is in use collected to a signal source external to the communications network, the 
method comprising: 

a) receiving from the said signal source signals which include a control 
field, which control^ield takes one of a plurality of possible values, and the 
subsequent handling of\he said signal by the network being controlled according 

20 to the value of the controlNield; 

b) overwriting the control field with a value from a restricted subset of 
the plurality of possible values; 

c) subsequently processing the signal in the network in dependence upon 
the said value overwritten in step (b) 
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14. A method of operating a communications network comprising: 

JJ 



a) communicating control signals between nodes of the network, 
which control signals conform to a predetermined signalling protocol; 

b) at one of the said nodes, receivirta from a signal source external 
30 to the network signals conforming to the said predetermined protocol and including 

a control field, which control field takes one of a plurality^ possible values; 

c) overwriting the control field with a value thorn a restricted subset 
•©4-th^piuraiixy ot possible values; ancT* 
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cfh^ubsequentty processing the signal in the network in dependence 
upon the said value overwritten in step (c). 
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15. A method of operatihq a node in a communications network, which node is in 
use connected to a signaNssource external to the communications network, the 
node including a data link laytetr interface arranged to respond to service request 
from network layer functions of\he node and to issue service requests to the 
communications network the methoc^comprising: 

a) receiving from the said signaKsource signals which include a control 
10 field, which control field takes one of a\^lurality of possible values, and the 

subsequent handling of the said signal by the\etwork being controlled according 
to the value of the control field; 

b) within the data link layer interface overrenting the control field with a 
value from a restricted subset of the plurality of possibl^walues; and 

c) subsequently processing the signal in the netw^ck in dependence upon 
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tho sa i d value oveiw t iuen in step (b). 



( 



16. A method according te tany cWTof cl ai ms 1 to 7 or cloi ro-4-&, including writing 
control field data received ork each of a plurality of signalling links into 
respective signalling link data buffers, and overwriting the control fields in the 
respective data buffers with the said, value. 



17. A node arranged to operate in accordance with the method of claim 15 

25 18. A method substantially as ^escribed with respect to the accompanying 
drawings. 

19. A node substantially as desirikfdCwOjh respect to the accompanying drawings. 

30 20. A communications network substantially as described with respect to the 
accompanying drawings. 




